












TOWN OF SEBEC, MAINE 

 LOCAL FOOD SOVEREIGNTY ORDINANCE  
 

Section 1. Title 

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Town of Sebec Local Food Sovereignty 
Ordinance." 

 Section 2. Authority and Purpose 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted to municipalities under 7 M.R.S. §§ 
281–286, as amended. 

The purposes of this Ordinance are to: 

A. Increase access to locally produced food for residents of the Town; 

B. Support the ability of residents to grow, raise, harvest, produce, process, sell, purchase, and 
consume locally produced food; 

C. Encourage sustainable agriculture and local food production; and 

D. Reduce governmental regulation of direct producer-to-consumer food transactions to the fullest 
extent authorized by Maine law. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to authorize any activity prohibited by state or federal 
law. 

Section 3. Right to Food 

The residents of the Town of Sebec possess the right to save and exchange seeds and to grow, raise, 
harvest, produce, process, obtain, sell, purchase, and consume food of their own choosing for 
nourishment, sustenance, bodily health, and well-being, provided that such activities do not involve 
trespass, theft, poaching, or other violations of private property rights, public lands, or natural 
resource laws. 

Section 4. Exemption from Certain State Licensing and Inspection Requirements 

To the extent authorized by 7 M.R.S. §§ 281–286, producers, growers, and processors of food and 
food products located within the Town are exempt from state food law licensing and inspection 
requirements for direct producer-to-consumer transactions conducted in accordance with applicable 
Maine law. 

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to exempt any person from requirements imposed by 
state or federal law that are not subject to municipal exemption. 



Section 5. Definitions 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below: 

A. Direct producer-to-consumer transaction means the exchange of food or food products 
directly between a producer and a consumer by sale, barter, or trade at: 

1. The producer's property or premises; 
2. Roadside stands; 
3. Farmers' markets; 
4. Community events or fundraisers; 
5. Community-supported agriculture (CSA) programs; 
6. Buying clubs; 
7. Delivery arrangements; 
8. Herd-share agreements; or 
9. Other private arrangements authorized by Maine law. 

B. State Food Law means the provisions of Titles 7 and 22 of the Maine Revised Statutes that 
regulate direct producer-to-consumer food transactions. 

C. Local Food means food or food products intended for human consumption that are grown, 
raised, harvested, produced, processed, or prepared within the Town of Sebec, including but not 
limited to: 

• Vegetables; 
• Fruits; 
• Milk and dairy products; 
• Meat and meat products; 
• Poultry and poultry products; 
• Eggs; 
• Fish and seafood; 
• Fresh produce; 
• Live plants; 
• Cider and juice; 
• Acidified foods; 
• Fermented foods; and 
• Canned fruits and vegetables. 

D. Producer means a person who: 

1. Cultivates or harvests food from the land; 
2. Raises livestock or poultry; 
3. Harvests food from waters; 



4. Produces, prepares, or processes food through activities including baking, bottling, canning, 
cooking, cutting, drying, fermenting, freezing, grinding, mixing, packaging, pasteurizing, 
washing, waxing, or similar processes; or 

5. Serves or otherwise provides food directly to a consumer. 

Section 6. Severability 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is determined by a court 
of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 7. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the voters of the Town of Sebec 
at a duly called Town Meeting, unless otherwise provided in the vote adopting the Ordinance. 
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